Preface
Teichmüller theory originated as a specialized branch of geometric function theory. Over the last fifty years, it has blossomed into an important field of research, intersecting with many areas of mathematics, such as topology, geometry, dynamics, hyperbolic manifolds. Teichmüller theory has also found interesting applications in physics.
We organized an AMS Special Session on "Quasiconformal Mappings, Riemann Surfaces, and Teichmüller Spaces (in honor of Clifford J. Earle)". This event was to celebrate the 75th birthday of Professor Earle, and was part of the 1062nd AMS meeting held at Syracuse University on October 2-3, 2010. The main goal was to survey some of the important developments in quasiconformal mappings, Riemann surfaces, Teichmüller spaces, Kleinian groups, and dynamics that are related to, or have been influenced by Earle's research. Speakers included many of Earle's collaborators, and also many other leading researchers in these fields.
The present volume contains papers on a broad range of topics. They illustrate interesting ideas and techniques, many of which originate in the works of Earle. Many papers in this volume present new results, and there are also some survey articles. We hope that this volume will be a good source of reference for professional researchers working in these areas. It should also be suitable for graduate students who aspire to learn these subjects and pursue their own research.
We want to thank all speakers at this meeting and all contributors to this volume. We are grateful to the anonymous referees for their careful work. Special thanks to Christine Thivierge and Sergei Gelfand of the AMS Editorial Division, and to Sam White, AMS Production Editor, for their generous help and valuable advice.
Yunping Jiang and Sudeb Mitra, Editors vii
